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«A Proclamation for the better incouragement and 


aduancement of the Trade of the Eaſt- 
Indye Company. 


Hz Kings moſt Excellent Maieſtie, gratiouſly taking into His 


. 2)) Paincely conſideration the great honour His Maieſtie and His Royall 
„el P2ogenttours and this whole Kingdome haue foꝛ diuers years recet- 
Y2.cS\| ued by the erection of the Company of Merchants of London, trading 
2% into the Eaſt Indies, being inco2po2ated by His deare Siſter the late 
>£ J MNueene Elizabeth, and the ſaid incoꝛpoꝛation confirmed by His late deare 
father King lames of famous memozy, whereby the natiue Commodt- 
ties of this Kingdome are expoꝛted. and trade andtommerte maintai⸗ 
AA ned with the remoteſt Eſtates and Countries, the Kingdome furnt- 
ſhed with rich and neceſſary co:mmodities at cheaper pꝛizes thenin foz- 
mer times, His Maieſties renenne increaſed in his tuſtomes and Sub⸗ 
ſidies, the number of great and ſeruiteable Ships much multiplied, and many of His Mateſties 
Subiects ok all trades ſet to woꝛke and imployed in manufactures wꝛought thereof, and a Staple 
of thole Indian commodities ſetled in this Kingdome, and from hence to the kurther increaſe of 
Trade and imployment of Shipping tranſpo:tedin other fozreigne parts: And His Mateſty be⸗ 
ing now infoꝛmed, as well bythe Gouernour and others imployed in paincipall places of truſt foz 
the ſaid Company, as by the Farmers of His Maieſties great Cuſtomes, That many abuſes are 
lately crept into the ſaid Trade by the pꝛattiſe of Officers, Seruants and others imploped by the 
ſaid Company and their Confederates, in ayming at their owne p2ofits, by dꝛiuing a ſecret vn- 
derhand Trade, whereby the ſaid Companies generall affaires are of late much declined and de- 
cayed, and the aduenturers therein much diſcouraged, and that the lame is induced by the ſaid 
ſecret and vnderhand Trade aboard the Shippes both outward bound to the Eaſt Indies. in the 
Eaſt Indie, and homeward, laden from thence fo2 the ſaid Company inthe Narrow Seas and 
other places vpon the Confines of this Kingdome, either after the ſaid Ships outwards bound 
are diſcharged out of the Harbours of this Kingdome , oꝛ befoꝛe the ſaid Shippes homeward 
bound can come into any Harbour oꝛ other place neere any of His Mateſties Cuſtome houles, 
where the particular goods freighted and laden in the ſaid Shippes may be entred, and the Cu⸗ 
ſtomes and Duties payed, wherebyHis Maieſty is defrauded of his Cuſtomes and Sublidies, the 
ſaid Company of their freight and goods, and whereby the ſaid Trade is diſparaged and bought 
to diſreputation, and the Aduenturers therein diſcouraged: All which His Maieſty conceiueth to 
be offences tending to the diſhonour of Himlelfe and this His Ringdome, the diminution of His 
Reuenue, and to the suerthꝛow of lo famous a Trade and eminent aCompanp, and to deſerne ſe- 
uere Cenſure and exemplary puniſhment. 

And Hts Maieſtie not intending to ſuffer oꝛ paſſe by ſuch abuſes, being ofſo dangerous conlſe- 
quence.doth hereby ſtraightly charge and command, bpon paine of incurringHis Highneſle dil⸗ 
pleaſure, and to be puniſhed as contemners of his Maieſties Royall Pꝛotlamation, that no par- 
ticular manofthe laid Company no: any of their officers oꝛ Deruants, oꝛ any other, which now 
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are, oꝛ hereafter ſhall bee imployed in any of their Shippes, trading into any of the ſaid Eaſterly 
parts, oꝛ any other perſon oz perſons whatſoeuer, (hail from hencefoꝛth dine any vnderhand 
Trade, as afozeſatid, either to, in, oꝛ from the Indies afozeſaid, but ſuch as ſhall be licenſed by the 
ſaid Company, as by their Acts and Oꝛders in that behalfe grounded vpon their Letters Pat- 
tents is allowable, and ſuch govds and commodities as ſhall be ſo impoꝛted, not to bee diſpoſed of 
vntil the ſaid Company ſhall haue receiued an accompt and giuen allowance therof,and vntil that 
their Ships ſhall haue arriued at, oꝛ in the Pozt of London within this Kingdome ; noꝛ that any 
perſon oꝛ perſons whatſoener vpon the pame afozeſatd, ſhall pꝛeſume to buy, contract, bargaine 
oꝛ barter foꝛ, oꝛ receine oꝛ take any of the goods, wares oz Merchandizes, which ſhall be laden 
aboard any ofthe ſaid Ships, fo homeward bound, as afozeſaid, vntiil ſuch Ship oz Ships ſo 
bomeward bound as akoꝛelaid, in, oꝛ out of which ſuch goods, wares oz Merthandtzes ſhall be ſo 
bought, ſold, delinered, contracted o2 bartred foz, be firſt bzought into the ſaid Pozr of London, 
and there by the allowance of che ſaid Company be duely entred, and the goods thereout diſchar- 
ged, no2 (hall giue any aſſiſtance, Helpe o2 encouragement fo2 the vnlading of any ſuch goods at 
any other plate, oꝛ tn any other manner, noꝛ (hall otherwiſe offend in any thing, contrary to the 
true meaning oftheſePzeſents, And His Maieſtie being ſo ſenſible of the tnconnentences that at- 
tend vpon the laid abuſes befo2e mentioned, andintending to haue an ablolute refozmation there 
Ot, doth therefoꝛe hereby ſtraightly charge and command all Admirals,Utce-Admicals and other 
Officers of the Adnuralty,andſuchas haue Admtrall Puriſbiction, And all Maioꝛs, Poꝛtreiues, 
Sbheriffes, Bapliffes, Cuſtomers, Compirollers, Searchers, and all other His Sfficers whom 
it may conterne, that they andenery of them becarefullto pꝛeuent the laid offences and to enquire 
of ſuch as ſhall offend therein, and to returne their names to the Toꝛds of His Mateſties moſt 
Monourable Pꝛinp Counſell, and to gtae true and timelp intelligence thereof to the Gonernour of 
the Company foz the time being that ſuch courſe map be taken foꝛ the pꝛeuention of ſuch abuſes, 
and foꝛ the leuere puniſhment or all ſuch, who ſhall pzeſume to contemne oꝛ neglect this Pur Roy- 
a | Cominandeinent, either in the Court of Star⸗chamber, oꝛ other wiſe, as ſhall be thought fit. 
And if it Gallat any time hereafter be diſcovered and made to appeare, that any of His Mateſties 
laid Officers haue beene Acto2s in theſe abuſes, oꝛ any ofthem, oꝛ haue tonniued at the offences of 
others, oꝛ haue beene negligent in the execution of this His Command and Royall Pleaſure; His 
Maieſtie doth hereby declare, that He will not ouely ertend the paine of his heauy diſpleaſure vp- 
on them, and cauſe them to be puniſhed ſeuerely, as afozefaid, but will alſo hold them vnwoꝛthy 
to ſerue his Maieſtie in any ok thole places of truſt concerning His Renenue. 


Giuen at Our Court at Whitehall, the fiſteenth day of February, in the third 


eere of Our Raigne of Great Brittaine, France. and Ireland. 
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God ſaue the King. 
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